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20 March 1865

Holland, Michigan

Elder de Bruin was elected chairman of the consistory meeting of the First Reformed Church in
the absence of Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte. The committee for the search of property for the
new parsonage said that it was not able to find a suitable site and recommended that the
parsonage be built on the northwest corner of the church grounds. "Both the entrance and exit on
9'b Street and 10ill Street are unhindered." The report was accepted. Eight people resigned their
membership in the congregation and the names of two non-members were removed. [Would the
members who resigned join the new Christian Reformed Church now called the Central Ave.
CRC? That congregation was formed this year.]
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 232-233.

Page 232
Consistory Meeting of March 20, 1865
Absent: Brothers Broek, Oonk, Vork, and Labots.
Also present was the committee appointed by the congregation for the building of the
parsonage, with the exception of Binnekant.
ARTICLE I — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Beeuwkes.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother de Briun was appointed as the chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and the first section was
approved.
ARTICLE 4 — The committee, mandated to look for an appropriate lot, reported as
follows: "We have not been able to find an appropriate available lot that, in our
judgment, we can recommend. On the north side of 9th Street, on Block 35, Lot #10, the
west half is available for purchase for $300.00. However, because on the north side, Lot
#7 prevents an exit, it is the opinion of the committee that also this half lot cannot be
recommended, even though it is the only one that seems appropriate to us. Whereupon,
the committee proposes to return to the rejected proposal and to build the parsonage on
the northwest corner of the church grounds. Both the entrance and exit on 9th Street and
10th Street are unhindered. In addition, using this ground, already the property of the
congregation, prevents objections on the part of the congregation concerning even more
financial disbursements. Respectfully submitted — was signed by G. Wakker, Schaddelee
and C. Hofman. Holland, March 7, 1865"
ARTICLE 5 — The report was accepted and the committee dismissed.
The committee, entrusted with making an appropriate plan for the parsonage to be built,
presented three options of various sizes and prices. Numbers 1 and 2 were rejected, and
number 3 was conditionally accepted, with 9 votes for and 3 against.
Because it was judged that in the third proposal, certain changes would need to be made,
a committee of four persons was appointed to bring these changes to the meeting fourteen
days from now. The committee consists of Hofman, Capon, van der Veen, and
Geerlings.
ARTICLE 6 — A proposal to retract Article 3 from the previous minutes was approved.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to build the parsonage on the northwest comer of the
church grounds. No more business remaining for the committee, they left the meeting
after prayer by Brother Kamper.
ARTICLE 8 — The deacons report that the collections at the homes of the congregation
to reduce the debt in the benevolence fund brought up $114.35.
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There are still some sums that will come in from those who had promised to bring them
in person. Because this committee has narrowly covered one-half of the debt, it was
decided to once again inform the congregation of the situation and urge further
generosity. Brother te Roller will make the necessary announcement for the clerk, who
will see to it that the congregation is informed next Sunday.
ARTICLE 10 (sic) — Statements of resignation from ecclesiastical fellowship were
received from Jacobus P. Vinke, Derk J. Vork, Gertje P. Ritsema, Reine D. Vork,
Pieterke D. Vork, Trijntje J. Tuininga, Johannes van Dijk, Anje P. Oostema. Also
additional names on the list, that is, Jan E. Warners and Anne T. Veltkamp, were
included, but they are not known as members of the church. Holland, March 11, 1865.
Received for information.
ARTICLE 11 — The assembly received a report from a previously appointed committee
for the regulating of collections, at the request of a committee from various Boards. The
report is as follows:
Collections for:
Foreign mission work, 1St Sunday in February
Domestic mission work, 3rd Sunday in March
Education fund, 1st Sunday in May
Printing, 4th Sunday in June
Widow fund, 2"d Sunday in August
Support fund, 2"d Sunday in October
Church building, 2"d Sunday in December
The committee reports that they have sent the above schedule to the groups involved.
This was received for information, and the committee was thanked.
Whereupon the meeting was adjourned until fourteen days from today.

G. Wakker, clerk

